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Dynatherm Medical receives Medical Design Excellence Award by Medical Device & Diagnostic Industry Magazine

Dynatherm Medical wins eighth annual Medical Design Excellence Award (MDEA) for development of the VitalHeat™ System, which is designed to prevent or treat hypothermia non-invasively.  Given by Medical Device & Diagnostic Industry magazine (MD&DI), the award is recognizes groundbreaking innovations and achievements that are changing the face of healthcare.  MDEA-winning entries excel in the areas of product innovation, design and engineering achievement, end-user benefit, and cost-effectiveness in manufacturing and healthcare delivery. 

Hypothermia occurs when your body begins to lose heat faster than it can be produced resulting in abnormally low temperatures in the body core.  Signs and symptoms may develop and can include gradual loss of mental and physical abilities.  Mild hypothermia can occur while an individual is undergoing a variety of surgical procedures and can lead to increased infection and longer hospitalization.  

The VitalHeat™ applies temperature and vacuum to a patient's hand to deliver heated blood to the patient's core.  The unique design allows the clinician to actively manage core body temperatures even in surgical procedures where current body warming methods are not adequate.

“The Medical Design Excellence Award given to Dynatherm Medical is an acknowledgement of the great potential this technology has for the treatment of hypothermia from many different causes.  Ongoing studies would indicate that this device may become a very important treatment modality for patients suffering from hypothermia” said, John G Brock-Utne professor of Anesthesiology, Stanford University Medical Center. Stanford, CA.

The Medical Design Excellence Award entries competition are evaluated on the basis of their design and engineering features, including innovative use of materials, user-related functions that improve healthcare delivery and change traditional medical attitudes or practices, features that provide enhanced benefits to the patient, and the ability of the product development team to overcome design and engineering challenges so that the product meets its clinical objectives.  A comprehensive review of the entries was performed by an impartial, multidisciplinary panel of third-party jurors with expertise in biomedical engineering, human factors, industrial design, medicine, and diagnostics.  

“We are honored to be recognized by the MDEA judges,” said John R. Kane, director of Quality Assurance for Dynatherm Medical, Inc.  “This award is another step in demonstrating the potential this technology has to millions of surgical patients.  Dynatherm Medical is currently being studied in several leading medical centers with the objective of further demonstrating the technology and its benefit.” 

The 2005 Medical Design Excellence Award winners will be honored at a ceremony during the Medical Design & Manufacturing (MD&M) East Conference and Exposition, June 13-15, 2005, at New York City’s Jacob K. Javits Convention Center.  Gold and silver award recipients will be announced at this time.
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